CITY OF GONZALES, TEXAS
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
GONZALES MUNICIPAL BUILDING 820 ST. JOSEPH STREET
AGENDA – JANUARY 10, 2019 6:00 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION, AND PLEDGES OF ALLEGIANCE
HEARING OF RESIDENTS
This time is set aside for any person who wishes to address the City Council. Each person should fill out the
speaker’s register prior to the meeting. Presentations should be limited to no more than 3 minutes.
All remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a body, and not to any individual member thereof.
Any person making personal, impertinent, or slanderous remarks while addressing the Council may be
requested to leave the meeting.
Discussion by the Council of any item not on the agenda shall be limited to statements of specific factual
information given in response to any inquiry, a recitation of existing policy in response to an inquiry, and/or a
proposal to place the item on a future agenda. The presiding officer, during the Hearing of Residents portion of
the agenda, will call on those persons who have signed up to speak in the order they have registered.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
The Consent Agenda is considered self-explanatory and will be enacted by the Council with one motion. There will
be no separate discussion of these items unless they are removed from the Consent Agenda upon the request of the
Mayor or a Councilmember.
1.1 Minutes - Approval of the minutes for the December 13, 2018 Special Called Joint Meeting with GEDC,
December 13, 2018 Regular Meeting & December 27, 2018 Special Called Meeting
PRESENTATION
2.1 Charter Review Commission Final Report
ACTION ITEM
3.1 Discuss, Consider & Possible Action approving the proposed amendments and any additional proposed
measures to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Gonzales
RESOLUTIONS
4.1 Discuss, Consider & Possible Action on Resolution #2019-1 to Determine the validity of a Petition to
initiate a Rollback Election
4.2 Discuss, Consider & Possible Action on Resolution #2019-2 Authorizing the Use of Texas Heroes Square
Including the Parking Lot for the Gonzales Master Gardener’s Annual Spring Plant Sale on March 16, 2019
ORDINANCES
5.1 Discuss, Consider & Possible Action on Ordinance #2019-1 Ordering a Special Election Concerning the
Question of Reducing the City of Gonzales’ Tax Rate for the Current Year FY 2018-2019
OTHER BUSINESS-WORKSHOP
6.1 City Council will discuss and give staff direction regarding Special Event License Policy and a Street Use
License Policy and associated fees
STAFF/BOARD REPORTS
7.1 Financial Report for the Month of December 2018
7.2 City Manager, Tim Patek will update the City Council on the storage tanks at the Water Plant and the Hot
Rods and Hatters Event

CLOSED SESSION
8.1 (1) Pursuant to Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, the City of Gonzales will consult in closed
session with its attorney to receive legal advice regarding pending or contemplated litigation, a settlement
offer, or matter in which the duty of the attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary
Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas clearly conflicts with this chapter”, to include the
following matters:
a.
b.

In Re Estate of J. B. Wells litigation
Guerra Properties Delinquent HOT funds

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION
9.1 Discuss and Consider any Action Resulting from Closed Session as Necessary

ADJOURN
EXECUTIVE SESSION: The City Council reserves the right to discuss any of the above items in Executive Closed Session if
they meet the qualifications in Sections 551.071, 551.072, 551.073, 551.074, 551.076, 551.087, of Chapter 551 of the
Government Code of the State of Texas.
I certify that a copy of the January 10, 2019, agenda of items to be considered by the Gonzales City Council was posted on the
City Municipal Building bulletin board on the 7th of January, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. and remained posted continuously for at least 72
hours preceding the scheduled time of the meeting. I further certify that the above agenda was removed on __________ day of
____________________, 2019 at ______am/pm. I further certify that the following News Media were properly notified of the
above stated meeting: Gonzales Inquirer.

__________________________
Kristina Vega, City Secretary
The meeting facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available. Request for accommodations or
interpretive services must be made 48 hours prior to this meeting. Please Contact the City Secretary's office at (830)672-2815 for
further information.

CITY OF GONZALES
CALLED JOINT CITY COUNCIL MEETING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION MEETING
DECEMBER 13, 2018 MINUTES
The City Council convened the Special Called City Council meeting at 4:48 p.m.,
December 13, 2018, in the Council Chambers at the Gonzales Municipal Building, 820
St. Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas.
The following members were present constituting a quorum: Mayor Connie L. Kacir,
Councilmen Gary Schroeder, Tommy Schurig, Dan Blakemore and Bobby O’Neal.
The following GEDC members were present constituting a quorum: President Dewey
Smith, Gerri Lawing, Dan Blakemore and Larry Wehde.
Others Present: City Manager- Tim Patek, City Secretary- Kristina Vega, City AttorneyT. Daniel Santee
Staff Present: GEDC President/CEO Genora Young
Mayor Connie Kacir called the meeting to order.
GEDC President Dewey Smith called the meeting to order.
CLOSED SESSION
The City Council and GEDC moved into closed session at 4:48 p.m.
1.1 (1) Pursuant to Section 551.087 of the Texas Government Code, the City of
Gonzales will consult in closed session jointly and/or separately to deliberate regarding
Economic Development Negotiations; to Deliberate Commercial or Financial Information
the City Council and Gonzales Economic Development Corporation has received from a
business prospect, and to deliberate the offer of a financial or other incentive to a
business prospect.
*Project Elevate
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION
At 7:24 p.m. the Council returned to Open Session.
2.1

Project Elevate – Discussion and possible action relating to a preliminary
commitment of GEDC funds and/or other financial incentives for the associated
creation or retention of primary jobs and capital expenditures.

2.2

Project Elevate – Discussion and possible action relating to a preliminary
commitment to provide financial incentives from the City of Gonzales under local
Government Code Chapter 380 for the associated creation or retention of
primary jobs and capital expenditures.
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No motions were made resulting from closed session.

ADJOURN
The Mayor asked for a motion to adjourn. Councilman O’Neal made a motion to
adjourn and Councilman Schurig seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at
5:47 p.m.
GEDC Board President Dewey Smith asked for a motion to adjourn. Board member
Dan Blakemore made a motion to adjourn. Board member Larry Wehde seconded the
motion and the meeting adjourned at 5:48 p.m.

APPROVED:
Kristina Vega, City Secretary
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CITY OF GONZALES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 13, 2018 MINUTES
The City Council convened the Council meeting at 6:01 p.m., December 13, 2018, in the
Council Chambers at the Gonzales Municipal Building, 820 St. Joseph Street,
Gonzales, Texas.
The following members were present constituting a quorum: Mayor Connie L. Kacir,
Councilmen Gary Schroeder, Tommy Schurig, Dan Blakemore and Bobby O’Neal.
Others Present: City Manager- Tim Patek, City Secretary- Kristina Vega, City AttorneyT. Daniel Santee
Staff Present: Laura Zella, Marland Mercer, William Ince, Anne Dollery, Barbara
Friedrich, Clint Hille, Tim Crow, Genora Young, Keith Schauer
Mayor Connie Kacir called the meeting to order, gave the invocation, and cited the
Pledge of Allegiance and the Texas Pledge.
HEARING OF RESIDENTS
David Tucy, President of Edwards Association stated that they will once again host the
annual Martin Luther King March and Celebration January 18th. The march is
scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. beginning at Texas Heroes Square and ending at the
Edwards Community Center, and invited all to attend.
Michael Vyvjala, requested something be done about the old Cartwheel Lodge building
that has been vacant for 10 years. The building is in complete disarray and is covered
in overgrown shrubs. Recently a victim of burglary and is requesting that the City
tighten up on the requirements for vacant buildings.
Ken Colwell, spoke in favor of the car show coming to town. He works for the EMS and
they have an opportunity to raise some money for their non-profit for rescue if the car
show makes it. We were able to send some of the volunteers to some classes that
were needed with the money that they made the last time that the car show was here
and hope that they have the same opportunity again.
Clint Hille, representing the CVB Board, they met on Monday, where 7 of the 8
members were present and unanimously voted to approve the $17k request from Hat
Rod Productions. At a glance this request may seem a bit high, but in retrospect it is
actually below similar requests which had been approved for events that would bring in
similar attendance or possibly even less. When the Hot funds request was approved
the board did set the expectation that the funding in future years would be reduced
accordingly to ensure all events in our community that are seeking HOT funds are
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treated the same. The reason given for relocating is primarily is to accommodate room
for growth. The recommendation was based on the following factors; this is not a new
event without a track record, this is a successful event with seven year history which
has taken place 30 minutes up the road. It has grown to be the second largest car
show in the state.
Janét Jones, Texas Disposal, for the past three years has worked on the car show with
Joel Gammage which has been a great success. It has more than doubled since she
first worked with it. Wanted to let you know that Texas Disposal is behind him and
behind the City of Gonzales and look forward to a degree of sponsorship as well to help
it be a successful show this year.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
The Consent Agenda is considered self-explanatory and will be enacted by the Council
with one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless they are
removed from the Consent Agenda upon the request of the Mayor or Councilmember.
The Mayor asked that items #2.7 and 2.8 be removed from the consent agenda and
read the remaining consent items as follows:
1.1

Minutes - Approval of the minutes for the Regular Meeting of November 8, 2018

1.2
Discuss, Consider & Possible Action Approving Resolution #2018-121 Declaring
Certain Property Surplus and Authorizing the Sale of Said Property in the manner most
advantageous to the City of Gonzales
1.3
Discuss, Consider & Possible Action on Resolution #2018-122 Authorizing the
Gonzales Economic Development Corporation to approve a Loan/Grant Application
from Edwards Furniture for a New Roof in an amount not to exceed $16,000
The Mayor asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda items. Councilman
Schurig made a motion to approve the consent items. Councilman Schroeder
seconded the motion. The Mayor asked for a roll call vote. Councilman Schurig,
Schroeder, O’Neal, Blakemore and the Mayor all voted “aye”.
REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS
RESOLUTIONS
2.1, Mayor, Connie Kacir read Discuss, Consider & Possible Action Approving
Resolution #2018-123 Authorizing the City Manager to Execute an Agreement with
Joel Aaron Gammage, Hat Rod Productions, LLC for the Street Closures, Consumption
of Alcohol on Public Property and the Recommendation for Funding from the Gonzales
Convention and Visitor Bureau in the amount of $17,000 and the in-kind contributions
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from the City of Gonzales for the Hot Rods and Hatters on January 31, 2019 through
February 3, 2019. Mr. Joel Gammage stated that there has been an overwhelming
amount of support and excitement for the potential for this event. He explained the
details and history of the event from the years past. Mr. Gammage presented the City
Council with a packet and described the increase in revenues from year to year in Hotel
Occupancy Tax and Sales Tax Revenues. He further described the logistics of the
closures for the downtown area and the breakdown of the in-kind services. Mayor Kacir
stated that you do have a packet that was at your seats with revisions there is a revised
Car Show agreement, spreadsheet and comparisons in regards to in-kind services as it
would relate to the Come & Take It event to this event. Councilman Blakemore stated
that it is extremely difficult to put together the logistics of everything with a large event
and you have talked about the success of your event at Lockhart and I don’t deny that.
You didn’t outgrow your show this year, but here you are a month before the show
asking for this money and I am having trouble being convinced that in the amount of
time you have that you can take 1,200 participants and anywhere from 8,500 to 30,000
people and they are going to move 30 miles down the road and this is going to be a
huge success. Mr. Gammage stated again that some of the feedback that I have
received from some of our participants of the event are very much in favor of being a
little closer to their homes. While you might cause an extra 30 miles for some you are
actually shortening 30 miles or more for others, so participants are going to frequent I10, Hwy 183 and other various roadways coming into this event, so the traffic to go a
few miles down the road is not so significant that it would eliminate someone’s ability to
travel. The amount of additional promotion and media that starts through the end of
December, traditionally every year, we start our final media push as well as the Month
of January, January of every year is when a majority of our Hot Rod participants
register. Mayor Kacir stated we are all cognizant that the HOT funds are restricted
funds that can only be utilized for the promotion of the hotel industry. Although the
Council administers over those funds, we cannot use those funds to fix our streets or
copy paper for city hall if we wanted to. It has to go to promotion, so that $17k that the
CVB has approved, that is to further promote the hotel industry and that was their
recommendation. On the in-kind services, you had originally proposed $27,635 in inkind. Mr. Gammage stated that was actually more specifically, that was not our
document that was the City of Lockhart’s document that was the projected number in inkind services that would be provided for our 2019 event. Mayor Kacir stated this was
our staff that put values to the in-kind. I would not embrace any dollar amount in-kind
that was not already a budgeted item by the City. We have postponed employee raises
and infrastructure projects, so it is just a matter of finance as far as our budget is
concerned. We discussed that and it appears that you pulled out about $10k of in-kind
services. Our staff did a revision of what that in-kind would look like and I am still
showing unbudgeted $13,916 so what I would try to reconcile first is of the unbudgeted
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items, how can we get into better terms there. The Mayor asked for a motion.
Councilman O’Neal made a motion to approve Resolution #2018-123 Authorizing the
City Manager to Execute an Agreement with Joel Aaron Gammage, Hat Rod
Productions, LLC for the Street Closures, Consumption of Alcohol on Public Property
and the Recommendation for Funding from the Gonzales Convention and Visitor
Bureau in the amount of $17,000 and authorizing the City Manager to negotiate the inkind contributions from the City of Gonzales for the Hot Rods and Hatters on January
31, 2019 through February 3, 2019. Councilman Schurig seconded the motion. The
Mayor asked for a roll call vote. Councilman O’Neal, Blakemore, Schurig, Schroeder
and the Mayor all voted “aye.”
2.2, Mayor, Connie Kacir read Discuss, Consider & Possible Action Approving
Resolution #2018-124 Authorizing the City Manager to Execute an Agreement with Jay
Hilscher DBA Lone Star Relays, LLC. for the Street Closures, Consumption of Alcohol
on Public Property and the Recommendation for Funding from the Gonzales
Convention and Visitor Bureau in the amount of $2,500.00 for the Texas Independence
Relay on March 29-30, 2019. The Mayor asked for a motion. Councilman Schurig
made a motion to approve Resolution #2018-124 Authorizing the City Manager to
Execute an Agreement with Jay Hilscher DBA Lone Star Relays, LLC. for the Street
Closures, Consumption of Alcohol on Public Property and the Recommendation for
Funding from the Gonzales Convention and Visitor Bureau in the amount of $2,500.00
for the Texas Independence Relay on March 29-30, 2019 Councilman O’Neal
seconded the motion. The Mayor called for discussion. There being none, the Mayor
asked for a roll call vote. Councilman O’Neal, Blakemore, Schurig, Schroeder and the
Mayor all voted “aye”.
2.3, Mayor, Connie Kacir read Discuss, Consider & Possible Action Approving
Resolution #2018-125 Authorizing the City Staff to Seek Competitive Bids/Proposals in
the manner most advantageous to the City for Water Meters and Software. The Mayor
asked for a motion. Councilman Schurig made a motion to approve Resolution #2018125 Authorizing the City Staff to Seek Competitive Bids/Proposals in the manner most
advantageous to the City for Water Meters and Software. Councilman Blakemore
seconded the motion. The Mayor called for discussion. There being none, the Mayor
asked for a roll call vote. Councilman O’Neal, Blakemore, Schurig, Schroeder and the
Mayor all voted “aye”.
STAFF/BOARD REPORTS
3.1, Financial Report for the Month of November 2018 is available to review.
3.2, City Manager, Tim Patek updated the City Council on the Victoria College roof
repair, the storage tanks at the Water Plant and the community meeting on Code
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Enforcement.
CLOSED SESSION
At 7:32 p.m. the City Council moved into Closed Session.
4.1 (1) Pursuant to Sections 551.071 (consultation with legal counsel), 551.072
(deliberations about real property), and 551.074 (personnel matters) of the Texas
Government Code, the City of Gonzales will meet in closed session to discuss the
following matters:
a.
b.
c.
d.

In Re Estate of J. B. Wells litigation
City owned property
City owned Billboard
Evaluation and setting the salary for the Municipal Court Judge

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION
5.1, Discuss and Consider any action resulting from Closed Session as Necessary.
The Mayor asked if there was any motion resulting from Closed Session. Councilman
O’Neal made a motion to authorize the City Manager to proceed with the competitive
process for sale of city owned property and city owned billboard. Councilman Schurig
seconded the motion. The Mayor called for discussion. There being none, the Mayor
asked for a roll call vote. Councilman O’Neal, Blakemore, Schurig, Schroeder and the
Mayor all voted “aye”.
Mayor Kacir stated that we have the evaluation of our Municipal Court Judge and that
has been requested that we hold that in open session per the statute, we will
accommodate that. At this time we will open the discussion for setting the salary of
Municipal Court Judge currently appointed is Deidra Voigt for a two year term. Deidra I
would ask you if you have anything that you would like to address to the Council.
Judge Deidra Voigt addressed the City Council explaining that she was appointed in
2011 to fill an unexpired term of the previous presiding Judge. She further gave details
of her educational requirements, experience, qualifications, job duties and average
number of hours spent performing Municipal Court job functions. I would ask that the
setting of the salary be the same.
Councilman Blakemore expressed his gratitude for Judge Voigt going on record and
answering the questions and now if people ask questions then it will be easier to explain
what you do, it gives insight in your dedication.
Councilman O’Neal stated he knows that we served on the Council for many years and
you always impressed me there and as a Judge as well.
The Mayor asked for a motion on setting the salary of the Municipal Court Judge.
Councilman O’Neal made a motion to keep the salary as is at $1,950.00 per month.
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Councilman Schurig seconded the motion. The Mayor asked for a roll call vote.
Councilman O’Neal, Blakemore, Schurig, Schroeder and the Mayor all voted “aye”.
OTHER BUSINESS-WORKSHOP
7.1, City Council will discuss and give staff direction regarding Special Event License
Policy and a Street Use License Policy and associated fees.
The Mayor stated this item will be moved to the next agenda.

ADJOURN
The Mayor asked for a motion to adjourn. Councilman O’Neal made a motion to
adjourn and Councilman Schurig seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at
8:29 p.m.

APPROVED:
Kristina Vega, City Secretary
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CITY OF GONZALES
SPECIAL CALLED COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 27, 2018 MINUTES
The City Council convened the Special Called City Council meeting at 12:00 p.m.,
December 27, 2018, in the Council Chambers at the Gonzales Municipal Building, 820
St. Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas.
The following members were present constituting a quorum: Mayor Connie L. Kacir,
Councilmen Tommy Schurig, Dan Blakemore and Bobby O’Neal.
The following members were absent: Councilman Gary Schroeder
Others Present: City Manager- Tim Patek, City Secretary- Kristina Vega
Staff Present: Genora Young
Mayor Connie Kacir called the meeting to order, gave the invocation, and cited the
Pledge of Allegiance and the Texas Pledge.
SECOND READING
1, Mayor Kacir read Discuss, Consider & Possible Action on the second reading of
Resolution #2018-122 Authorizing the Gonzales Economic Development Corporation
to approve a Loan/Grant Application from Edwards Furniture for a New Roof in an
amount not to exceed $16,000. The Mayor asked for a motion. Councilman O’Neal
made a motion to approve Resolution #2018-122 Authorizing the Gonzales Economic
Development Corporation to approve a Loan/Grant Application from Edwards Furniture
for a New Roof in an amount not to exceed $16,000. Councilman Blakemore seconded
the motion. The Mayor asked for a roll call vote. Councilman O’Neal, Blakemore,
Schurig and the Mayor all voted “aye”.
OTHER BUSINESS
2, Mayor Kacir read Acknowledging receipt and establishing the deadline for verification
for the 2018 Tax Rate Rollback Petition for the City of Gonzales. City Secretary,
Kristina Vega stated that December 21st at 2:27 p.m. we received the Rollback Petition.
It had to be presented within 90 days to the governing body, which it satisfied that
because they presented it on Friday and the deadline was on December 25th. In your
motion, if you would, I have counted out and verified with the City Attorney just to be
sure, we have to act not later than the 20th day after the date the petition was submitted.
I verified that the 10th falls within that time frame, or that is actually the 20th day. We
could actually have the resolution with the findings of the petition as well as, if it is found
valid then we could go ahead and call the election on the same day, or you all could
have a called meeting if you like between now and the 10th. The 10th is our regular
meeting. So if you would just state that date as far as the deadline for verification. The
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Mayor asked for a motion. Councilman O’Neal made a motion to acknowledge receipt
of the 2018 Tax Rollback Petition for the City of Gonzales and establishing the deadline
for verification of January 10, 2019. Councilman Blakemore seconded the motion.
The Mayor asked for a roll call vote. Councilman O’Neal, Blakemore, Schurig and the
Mayor all voted “aye”.
ADJOURN
The Mayor asked for a motion to adjourn. Councilman O’Neal made a motion to
adjourn and Councilman Blakemore seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at
12:06 p.m.

APPROVED:
Kristina Vega, City Secretary
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COUNCIL AGENDA
ITEM BRIEFING DATA

AGENDA ITEM
Discuss, Consider & Possible Action on
Resolution #2019-1 Accepting the Rollback
Election Petition Submitted by Registered
Voters of the City of Gonzales and Making a
Determination as to the Validity of Said
Petition According to Tax Code Section 26.04

DATE: January 10, 2019
TYPE AGENDA ITEM:
Resolution

BACKGROUND:
According to Tax Code Section 26.07 if the governing body of a taxing unit other than a school
district adopts a tax rate that exceeds the rollback tax rate calculated as provided this chapter, the
qualified voters of the taxing unit by petition may reduce the tax rate adopted for the current year
to the rollback tax rate calculated as provided by this chapter.
On September 26, 2018 the City Council of the City of Gonzales adopted a rate of $0.3050
which exceeds the rollback tax rate of $0.2248. A petition must be submitted to the governing
body on or before the 90th day after the date on which the governing body adopted the tax rate
for the current year (December 25th). A petition is valid only if: (1) it states that it is intended to
require an election in the taxing unit on the question of reducing the tax rate for the current year;
(2) it is signed by a number of registered voters of the taxing unit equal to at least: (B) 10 percent
of the number of registered voters of the taxing unit according to the most recent official list of
registered voters if the tax rate adopted for the current tax year would impose taxes for
maintenance and operations in an amount of less than $5 million.
The petition was filed with the City Secretary on December 21st at 2:30 p.m. and City Council
took action on December 27th to acknowledge receipt and establish the deadline for verification
as January 10, 2019. The petition consisted of a total of 571 signatures. The number of
registered voters for the City of Gonzales is 3,666. Ten percent of the number of registered
voters would be 366. The City Secretary was able to verify 492 valid signatures affixed to the
petition. The governing body shall determine whether or not the petition is valid not later than
the 20th day and pass a resolution stating its finding.

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS:
This procedure and action is consistent with Tax Code Section 26.07.

FISCAL IMPACT:
N/A

ATTACHMENTS:
N/A
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Respectfully recommends the City Council find the submitted rollback petition valid.
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RESOLUTION 2019-1
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GONZALES,
TEXAS
ACCEPTING
THE
ROLLBACK
ELECTION
PETITION
SUBMITTED BY REGISTERED VOTERS OF THE CITY OF GONZALES
AND MAKING A DETERMINATION AS TO THE VALIDITY OF SAID
PETITION ACCORDING TO TAX CODE SECTION 26.04
WHEREAS, on September 29, 2017 the City Council of the City of Gonzales adopted a tax rate
that was believed to exceed the rollback tax rate calculated according to Tax Code Section 26.04;
and
WHEREAS, the qualified voters of the City of Gonzales by petition may require that an election
be held to determine whether or not to reduce the tax rate adopted for the current year to the
rollback tax rate calculated according to Tax Code Section 26.04; and
WHEREAS, the petition is valid only if signed by 10 percent of the number of registered voters
of Gonzales according to the most recent official list of registered voters since the tax rate
adopted for the current tax year impose taxes for maintenance and operations in an amount of
less than $5 million; and
WHEREAS, the petition was submitted to the City Council of the City of Gonzales on or
before the 90th day after the date on which the City Council of the City of Gonzales adopted the
tax rate for the current year; and
WHEREAS, not later than the 20th day after the day a petition was submitted, the City Council
of the City of Gonzales must determine whether or not the petition is valid and pass a resolution
stating its finding; and,
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
GONZALES, TEXAS:

I. VALIDITY OF PETITION
The City Council of the City of Gonzales hereby finds that the submitted rollback
petition is valid.
II. PROPER NOTICE AND MEETING
It is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which this Resolution was
adopted was open to the public and that public notice of the time, place, and purpose of said
meeting was given as required by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551 of the Texas Government
Code, as amended.
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III. EFFECTIVE DATE
This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage.
PASSED, ADOPTED, APPROVED, AND EFFECTIVE THE 10th DAY of January, 2019.

_____________________________
Mayor, Connie Kacir
ATTEST:

_________________________________
Kristina Vega, City Secretary
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COUNCIL AGENDA
ITEM BRIEFING DATA

AGENDA ITEM
Discuss, Consider & Possible Action
Approving Resolution #2019-2 Authorizing
the Use of Texas Heroes Square Including the
Parking Lot for the Gonzales Master
Gardener’s Annual Spring Plant Sale on
March 16, 2019

DATE: January 10, 2019
TYPE AGENDA ITEM:
Resolution

BACKGROUND:
The Gonzales Master Gardeners are preparing for their annual Spring Plant Sale on March 16,
2019. They are requesting the use of Texas Heroes Square, including the parking lot on St.
Louis and St. James. They intend on setting up Friday, March 15, 2019 at 8:00 a.m. and will
take down at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday March 16, 2019. The event will be held from 8:30 a.m.
until 1 p.m. There will be an approximate attendance of 300-400 people and is open to the
public.

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS:
N/A

FISCAL IMPACT:
N/A

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff respectfully recommends the approval of this resolution.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2019-2
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GONZALES, TEXAS,
AUTHORIZING THE USE OF TEXAS HEROES SQUARE INCLUDING THE
PARKING LOT FOR THE GONZALES MASTER GARDENER’S ANNUAL SPRING
PLANT SALE ON MARCH 16, 2019; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the Gonzales Master Gardeners uses Texas Heroes Square including the parking
lot for the Gonzales Master Gardeners Annual Spring Plant Sale; and,
WHEREAS, the event will be held from 8:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. on March 16, 2019 and will
have an approximate attendance of 300-400 people; and,
WHEREAS, set up for the event will be 8:00 a.m. on Friday, March 15, 2019 with take down at
2:00 p.m. on March 16, 2019; and
WHEREAS, the City Council hereby finds that said events increase the community spirit of the
City of Gonzales, and therefore serve a public purpose.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
GONZALES, TEXAS:
I. EVENT APPROVAL
The City Council of the City of Gonzales, Texas hereby authorizes the use of Texas Heroes
Square including the parking lot for the Gonzales Master Gardener’s Annual Spring Plant Sale
on March 16, 2019.
II. PROPER NOTICE AND MEETING
It is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which this Resolution was
adopted was open to the public and that public notice of the time, place, and purpose of said
meeting was given as required by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551 of the Texas Government
Code, as amended.
III. EFFECTIVE DATE
This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage.
PASSED AND APPROVED this 10th day of January, 2019.

Mayor, Connie L. Kacir
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ATTEST:

Kristina Vega, City Secretary
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GONZALES EVENT INFORMATION SHEET

This information is to be provided to the City of Gonzales at least
30 days prior to all public and private events held on City property.
EVENT NAME
HOST ORGANIZATION
CONTACT NAME
CONTACT CELL PHONE
EVENT DATE
EVENT START TIME_
8:30 AM
EVENT LOCATION
HOLIDAY CELEBRATED
CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL REQUIRED

Gonzales Master Gardeners Annual Spring Plant Sale
Gonzales Master Gardeners
Fran Saliger
830-203-0311
Saturday, March 16, 2019 (Set up site on Friday, March 15, 2019)
EVENT END TIME__ 1:00 PM
Texas Heroes Square
Y_____ N___X__
HOLIDAY:___________________________
Y___X__ N_____
MEETING DATE:_____________________

POLICE/FIRE/EMS DEPARTMENT
ATTENDANCE ESTIMATE
MUSIC
FOOD
ALCOHOL
MOTORIZED VEHICLES
PUBLIC OR PRIVATE EVENT
SECURITY

300-400
Y_____ N__X___
LIVE_____ DJ_____
Y_____ N__X___
Y_____ N___X__
RESPONSIBLE PARTY_____________________
Y_____ N__X___
PARADE_____ SHOW_____ RV on site Friday Night
__Public_________________________________________________
Y_____ N_X____
# OFFICERS NEEDED__(Call 672-8686 for costs)

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
ADDITIONAL LIGHTING
Y_____ N__X___
NUMBER OF OUTLETS NEEDED
4
AMPS/WATTS NEEDED
30 amp
TENT
Y_____ N___X__
SET UP DAY/TIME
TENT SIZE:
_________________
TAKE DOWN DAY/TIME

__________________________

STREETS DEPARTMENT
STREETS AFFECTED
BARRICADES NEEDED
STREETS TO BE CLOSED
SET UP TIME
TAKE DOWN TIME

Y_____ N_X____
___________________________________
Y_____ N__X___
___________________________________
Y_____ N___X__
___________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
STAGE NEEDED @ $25.00 each
Y_____ N__X___
LOCATION __________________________
20' wide X 12' deep X 4' tall
NUMBER OF CHAIRS @ $0.50 each
______________________________________________________
NUMBER OF TABLES @ $2.00 each
______________________________________________________
NUMBER OF TRASH CANS
6
SET UP TIME
Friday, March 15,2019--- 8:00am
TAKE DOWN TIME
Saturday, March 16, 2019---2:00 pm

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT

Kristina Vega, CITY SECRETARY

(830) 672-2815- City Hall
(830) 672-2813- Fax

citysecretary@cityofgonzales.org

DISTRIBUTION:
updated: 12/22/10

CS_____
PW_____

CMG______ MS______
STR_______ FD______

ED______ EL______ PKS______
PD_______ EMS______ SO______
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COUNCIL AGENDA
ITEM BRIEFING DATA

AGENDA ITEM
Discuss, Consider & Possible Action on
Ordinance #2019-1
Ordering a Special
Election Concerning the Question of Reducing
the City of Gonzales’ Tax Rate for the Current
Year FY 2018-2019

DATE: January 10, 2019
TYPE AGENDA ITEM:
Ordinance

BACKGROUND:
According to Tax Code Section 26.07 if the governing body of a taxing unit other than a school
district adopts a tax rate that exceeds the rollback tax rate calculated as provided this chapter, the
qualified voters of the taxing unit by petition may reduce the tax rate adopted for the current year
to the rollback tax rate calculated as provided by this chapter.
On September 26, 2018 the City Council of the City of Gonzales adopted a rate of $0.3050
which exceeds the rollback tax rate of $0.2248. A petition must be submitted to the governing
body on or before the 90th day after the date on which the governing body adopted the tax rate
for the current year (December 25th). A petition is valid only if: (1) it states that it is intended to
require an election in the taxing unit on the question of reducing the tax rate for the current year;
(2) it is signed by a number of registered voters of the taxing unit equal to at least: (B) 10 percent
of the number of registered voters of the taxing unit according to the most recent official list of
registered voters if the tax rate adopted for the current tax year would impose taxes for
maintenance and operations in an amount of less than $5 million.
The petition was filed with the City Secretary on December 21st at 2:30 p.m. and City Council
took action on December 27th to acknowledge receipt and establish the deadline for verification
as January 10, 2019. The petition consisted of a total of 571 signatures. The number of
registered voters for the City of Gonzales is 3,666. Ten percent of the number of registered
voters would be 366. The City Secretary was able to verify 492 valid signatures affixed to the
petition. The governing body shall determine whether or not the petition is valid not later than
the 20th day and pass a resolution stating its finding.
Tax Code Section 26.07 (d) states that if the governing body finds the petition is valid, it shall
order that an election in the taxing unit on a date not less than 30 or more than 90 days after the
last day on which it could have acted to approve or disapprove the petition(January 10th). At the
election, the ballots shall be prepared to permit voting for or against the proposition: “Reducing
the tax rate in the City of Gonzales for the current year from $0.3050 to $0.2248.”

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS:
This procedure and action is consistent with Tax Code Section 26.07.
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FISCAL IMPACT:
The 2018-2019 Fiscal Budget includes $6,000.00 to be expended for elections.

ATTACHMENTS:
N/A

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Respectfully recommends the City Council find the submitted rollback petition valid.
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ORDINANCE 2019-1
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GONZALES, TEXAS
ORDERING A SPECIAL ELECTION BY THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF THE CITY
OF GONZALES, ON MARCH 9, 2019, FOR THE PURPOSE OF VOTING FOR OR
AGAINST THE PROPOSITION: "REDUCING THE TAX RATE IN THE CITY OF
GONZALES, TEXAS FOR THE CURRENT YEAR FROM $.3050 TO $.2248."
WHEREAS, on September 26, 2018 the City Council of the City of Gonzales adopted a tax rate
that was believed to exceed the rollback tax rate calculated according to Tax Code Section 26.04;
and
WHEREAS, the qualified voters of the City of Gonzales by petition may require that an election
be held to determine whether or not to reduce the tax rate adopted for the current year to the
rollback tax rate calculated according to Tax Code Section 26.04; and
WHEREAS, the petition is valid only if signed by 10 percent of the number of registered voters
of Gonzales according to the most recent official list of registered voters since the tax rate
adopted for the current tax year impose taxes for maintenance and operations in an amount of
less than $5 million; and
WHEREAS, the petition was submitted to the City Council of the City of Gonzales on or before
the 90th day after the date on which the City Council of the City of Gonzales adopted the tax rate
for the current year; and
WHEREAS, not later than the 20th day after the day a petition was submitted, the City Council
of the City of Gonzales determined the petition is valid and passed a resolution stating its
finding; and,
WHEREAS, since the City Council of the City of Gonzales determined the petition is valid, it
must order that an election be held in the City of Gonzales not less than 30 or more than 90 days
after the last day on which the City Council could have acted to approve or disapprove the
petition
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
GONZALES, TEXAS:
I.

SPECIAL ELECTION

A special election is hereby ordered to be held on March 9, 2019.

II.

QUESTION PRESENTED

All qualified voters of the City of Gonzales may vote for the purpose of voting for or against the
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proposition: "Reducing the tax rate in the City of Gonzales for the current year from $0.3050 to
$0.2248." and to be submitted to the voters as follows:
TAX RATE ROLLBACK ELECTION
For the City of Gonzales, Texas
March 9, 2019
OFFICIAL BALLOT
Place an “X” in the square beside the statement indicating the way you wish to vote.
□ FOR
□ AGAINST
Reducing the tax rate in the City of Gonzales, Texas for the current year from $0.3050 to
$0.2248.
III.

POLLING LOCATIONS

The voters will utilize the following polling locations on election day March 9, 2019.
LOCATIONS OF VOTE CENTERS

Vote Centers

Location

Address

Council District 1-4

Gonzales Municipal Building

820 St. Joseph, Gonzales, TX

IV. REPEALER
All ordinances, or part thereof, which are in conflict or inconsistent with any provision of
this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict, and the provisions of this
Ordinance shall be and remain controlling as to the matters ordained herein for the period of time
stated.
V. SEVERABILITY
It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council of the City that the phrases,
clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of this Ordinance are severable, and if any phrase,
clause sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional by the
valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall
not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of this
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Ordinance, since the same would have been enacted by the City Council without the
incorporation in this Ordinance of any such unconstitutional phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph
or section.
VI. PROPER NOTICE AND MEETING
It is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which this Ordinance was
adopted was open to the public and that public notice of the time, place, and purpose of said
meeting was given as required by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551 of the Texas Government
Code, as amended.
VII. EFFECTIVE DATE
This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage.
PASSED, ADOPTED, APPROVED, AND EFFECTIVE THE 10th DAY of January, 2019.

_____________________________
Mayor, Connie Kacir
ATTEST:
_________________________________
Kristina Vega, City Secretary
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